
From: EDC Minister [mailto:Education.Minister@gov.ab.ca]  

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 2:22 PM 
To: Carman Bradley 

Cc: Ministry of Justice 
Subject: Parental rights concerns of their school-aged children 

 

Dear Mr. Bradley: 
 
The Honourable Kaycee Madu, Minister of Justice, forwarded your email regarding 
children’s sexual orientation and gender identities, gay-straight alliances (GSAs) and your 
concerns about parental rights. As Minister of Education, I am pleased to respond and 
apologize for the delay.  
 
As expressed in my earlier emails to you [See Response dated Nov 12, 2020], the 
government believes strongly in ensuring all students are provided with supportive learning 
environments free from prejudice, discrimination and bullying. To ensure a high quality 
education for all, it is critical that our education system be equitable and inclusive. Under 
the Education Act, students (Section 31), parents (Section 32), principals (Section 197) and 
school boards (Section 33) have responsibilities for creating welcoming, caring, respectful 
and safe learning environments that respect diversity and foster a sense of belonging. 
Additionally, Section 35.1 of the Education Act specifically guarantees student entitlement 
to create inclusion groups, including GSAs. As shared with you previously, GSAs are peer 
support networks run by students and supported by school staff. They are grounded in the 
principles of promoting equity for sexual and gender minority students; safe, caring and 
inclusive spaces for all students; and healthy, respectful environments and relationships to 
prevent or eliminate bullying and discrimination. More information about GSAs can be 
found at gay-straight alliances. 
 
All school authorities are required to follow the law, and therefore, schools cannot disclose 
the membership of GSAs as a matter of routine or without careful consideration of privacy 
legislation. Public schools must adhere to the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act and independent (private) schools must adhere to the Personal Information 
Protection Act. School staff are expected to exercise good judgment in this regard, as in all 
other aspects of operating schools. As previously noted, parents receive notification when 
subject matter dealing primarily and explicitly with religion or human sexuality is part of 
their child’s education program. 
 
I understand you object to aspects of the legislation as well as to schools’ legal 
responsibilities regarding parental notification. There is no legislation that prevents students 
and parents from talking to one another. However, it is imperative that legislation strike a 
balance between protecting students and their privacy and the rights of parents in order to 
ensure that students are receiving the support they need.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adriana LaGrange 
Minister of Education 
 

https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Email%20From%20EDC%20Minister%20Adriana%20LaGrange_Redacted.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/education-guide-education-act.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/gay-straight-alliances.aspx


cc:        Honourable Kaycee Madu 
            Minister of Justice 
 


