
From: EDC Minister [mailto:Education.Minister@gov.ab.ca]  

Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 11:58 AM 
To:  

Subject: Concerns about parental rights 

 

Dear Carman and Gill Bradley: 

 

Thank you for your email regarding children’s sexual orientation and gender identities, gay-straight alliances 

(GSAs) and outlining your concerns about parental rights.   

 

Recently our government passed the choice in Education Act which specifically states that parents have the 

right to choose the type of education they want for their children which reflects their values. 

 

The government believes strongly in the importance of providing students and staff with welcoming, caring, 

respectful and safe learning environments that respect diversity and nurture a sense of belonging and a 

positive sense of self. To ensure a high quality education for all, it is critical that our education system be 

equitable and inclusive. This means that each and every student must have the educational opportunities and 

supports needed to be successful in school and in life. 

 

Alberta Education also recognizes that parents and families are students’ most important support, and that 

parents play a key role in the education of their children. As you have noted, parents receive notification 

when subject matter dealing primarily and explicitly with religion or human sexuality is part of their child’s 

education program. There is nothing that prevents students and parents from talking to one another.  

 

Section 35.1 of the Education Act specifically guarantees student entitlement to create inclusion groups, 

including GSAs. GSAs are peer support networks run by students and supported by school staff, and they 

are grounded in the principles of promoting equity for sexual and gender minority students; safe, caring and 

inclusive spaces for all students; and healthy, respectful environments and relationships to prevent or 

eliminate bullying and discrimination. More information about GSAs can be found at www.alberta.ca/gay-

straight-alliances.aspx. 

 

Schools cannot disclose the membership of GSAs as a matter of routine, or without careful consideration of 

privacy legislation. All school authorities are required to follow the law. Public schools must adhere to the 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, and independent (private) schools must adhere to the 

Personal Information Protection Act. The government expects school staff to exercise good judgment in this 

regard, as in all other aspects of operating schools. 

 

As you may be aware, Alberta is currently engaged in developing new curriculum. Your questions, 

perspectives and feedback will be considered as we work to ensure that education is a key advantage for 

Albertans. The government is committed to to ensuring that every student in Alberta receives an excellent, 

world-class education that will equip them intellectually and socially and with jobs-ready skills for life. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to share your perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Adriana LaGrange 

Minister of Education 
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