
From: Carman Bradley 
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020 10:58 AM 
To: 'EDC Minister' 
Cc: 'premier@gov.ab.ca'; 'ministryofjustice@gov.ab.ca' 
Subject: RE: Concerns about parental rights 
 
Honourable Adriana LaGrange 
 
Thanks ever so much for getting back to me.  May I respectfully respond to your email by addressing 

your comments (in green italics, indented, and quoted below) one paragraph at a time. Key 

questions and issues that remain unanswered are raised as appropriate throughout. 

Thank you for your email regarding children’s sexual orientation and gender identities, 

gay-straight alliances (GSAs) and outlining your concerns about parental rights.   

The goal of raising concerns (Refs. A-E below) is to clarify needed remedies and boundaries to 

existing LGBTQ affirmative action laws and policies in Alberta schools, originally put in place by the 

Prentice PC government. These concerns have been expressed dating as far back as 2016, and more 

recently in the following emails sent to you, the Premier, Minister of Justice, and all UCP MLAs:  

A. Public Engagement for Proposed Choice in Education Act, dated December 5, 2019. 

B. Petition Notice #1 - Pending Petition to Alberta Legislative Assembly, dated July 7, 2020. 

C. Petition Notice #2 - Bad Governance Has Consequences, dated August 19, 2020. 

D. Four questions the Alberta government needs to answer on behalf of concerned 

parents, dated Oct 2, 2020. 

E. Petition Notice #3 - Judge Issues Injunction: School Staff Cannot Lie To or Deceive 

Parents About Gender Transitions at School, dated Oct 8, 2020. 

The petition statement at Ref.B, reads: 

“To the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, in Legislature Assembled: We, the undersigned 

residents of Alberta, petition the Legislative Assembly to urge the Government of Alberta 

to introduce legislation that requires children ages 5 to 15 to obtain parental consent 

before they become a member of a Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) or provide a sexual 

orientation/gender identity (SOGI) self-identification to their school.” 

The intent of the petition is not to end GSA clubs/SOGI self-identification at school, nor overturn the 

objectives of a welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environment.  Rather, in the face of 

unprecedented and unbridled affirmative action legislation and policies regarding LGBTQ student 

rights, the petition objectives include:  

(1) to affirm a safer and unambiguous allocation of parental child rearing/educating rights and 

responsibilities; and  

(2) to re-establish a more just and time tested (traditional) balance of “parent-child-state” 

interests and rights.   

Petition signatories want the Legislative Assembly to bring about, through one uncomplicated legal 

remedy, change resulting in better legislative rationality, less risk to all children, less impairment of 

rights, and more informed/effective parental choice in their children’s education.   

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/parental-consent-not-required-for-gay-straight-alliances-says-minister-1.2993145
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/politicians/
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/v.-politicians.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Politicians%20W.%20Petition%20Notice%201.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Politicians%20Email%20Notice%202.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Graphic%20Case%20for%20the%20Petition%20and%20Government%20Remedial%20Action.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Graphic%20Case%20for%20the%20Petition%20and%20Government%20Remedial%20Action.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Notice%203%20-%20Judge%20Issues%20Injuction.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Notice%203%20-%20Judge%20Issues%20Injuction.pdf


Recently our government passed the choice in Education Act which specifically states that 

parents have the right to choose the type of education they want for their children which 

reflects their values. 

For most parents private/independent schools are unaffordable and home education is impractical. 

The Alberta 2019/2020 student population shows 90% (670,081 youth) attend either the public or 

separate school system. Moreover, since GSA law and SOGI self-identification policy applies to all 

school types, parent “choice” to accommodate their social conservative or faith-based values/beliefs 

on human sexuality is a spurious notion. My survey submission in response to the Public 

Engagement for Proposed Choice in Education Act (Ref. A), summarizes this parental grievance as 

follows:   

“Today, in the domain of human sexuality education, Alberta parents, whether secular, 
religious, progressive, or social conservative, have lost “choice” in influencing the sexual 
development of their school-aged children (ages 5-18)” 

 

“The legal/practical utility of Notice to Parent and parental “choice to opt out” one’s 

children from instruction in human sexuality has effectively been thwarted by the universal 

(all school types) application of Bill 10 legislation giving students the rights while at school 

(age 5-18) to: (1) form a GSA; (2) attend a GSA; and/or (3) SOGI self-identify, all without 

parent knowledge and/or approval.” 

Key Issue(s) #1 – Do parents have a right to know who is influencing their children’s sexual 

development, where and when this is happening, and what their children are being told and doing 

while at school or off school grounds? In light of GSA law and SOGI self-identity policy, please 

explain how Alberta parents have “choice/influence,” over the human sexuality education/ 

development of their children while they attend school.  

The government believes strongly in the importance of providing students and staff with 

welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments that respect diversity and 

nurture a sense of belonging and a positive sense of self. To ensure a high quality 

education for all, it is critical that our education system be equitable and inclusive. This 

means that each and every student must have the educational opportunities and supports 

needed to be successful in school and in life. [My underline.] 

The Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance, Selected Sites Survey found the percentage of students who 

identified themselves as heterosexual had a median score of 93.0%, as gay or lesbian 1.3%, and as 

bisexual 3.7%. The percentage of students who were “unsure” of their sexual identity was 2.5%.  A 

Toronto Teen Survey found that 3% of teens were ‘questioning’ or unsure about their sexual 

orientation, and the younger the age the greater the percentage of sexually confused youth. Over 

50% of “questioning” youth in the Toronto survey were between age 13 –14 years. Moreover, 

Alberta Education in 2018/2019 identified over 54,000 “vulnerable” students with cognitive, 

psychological, and/or learning disabilities. 

Sexually wavering/confused/questioning/vulnerable youth may develop along either a sexual 

minority or a heterosexual path depending on environmental factors. More teenage students are 

waverers than gay and lesbian self-identified youth.  Including younger students (grades K to 8) 

dramatically increases this disparity.  Waverers and the vulnerable must not be isolated from 

parent awareness/oversight/influence; nor abandoned to ideological indoctrination, club 

bullying/peer pressure, and/or sexual minority political activism.  

https://www.alberta.ca/student-population-statistics.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss60e0606.pdf
http://www.wellesleyinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/TTS_report.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/student-population-statistics.aspx
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02585-6


Key Issue(s) #2 – Where do sexually wavering/confused/questioning/vulnerable youth fit into the 

UCP vision of “safe learning environments that respect diversity ” and “quality education for all”? 

The health risks from secret GSA membership to waverers and the vulnerable are not conjecture.  To 

better understand the risks of unsupervised, non-transparent, ideological, child-led GSAs, read: Lucia 

Corbella, Calgary Herald, “Corbella: Couple warns their daughter could have died under new GSA 

law,” 25 Nov 2017.  

Key Issue(s) #3 – Many parents do not want their wavering or vulnerable children to be 

empowered to secretly attend a GSA club and/or GSA Network to be encouraged to declare a 

secret SOGI identity.  Is the UCP indifferent to or uninterested in how waverers and the cognitively 

vulnerable develop sexually? What should be the legal age for independent SOGI self-

determination applicable at home, school, anywhere? 

Key Issue(s) #4 – Will the UCP force parents to affirm a child’s SOGI self-identity regardless of the 

child’s age, maturity, and psychological/medical history?  What is the legal protocol/recourse 

when parents discover their child’s secret SOGI self-identity and/or GSA membership, and they 

disapprove?    

Key Issue(s) #5 - Now that the state has put in place laws permitting GSA clubs, connected to GSA 

Networks, and further connected to LGBTQ activist/support agencies, is the state not obligated to 

provide sexually wavering/confused/questioning/vulnerable students (K-12) with non-ideological, 

equally well facilitated, accessible, and affirming, heteronormative sexuality counselling?  

Alberta Education also recognizes that parents and families are students’ most important 

support, and that parents play a key role in the education of their children. As you have 

noted, parents receive notification when subject matter dealing primarily and explicitly 

with religion or human sexuality is part of their child’s education program. There is 

nothing that prevents students and parents from talking to one another. [My underline.] 

Whenever, I have referenced the Notice to Parents clause, it has been in the context of its little 

practical utility.  Your statement (above) is bewildering at best.  Our government now empowers 

children as young as five to secretly/deceptively from their parents:  

(1) start a GSA, join a GSA, connect to unaccountable/unregulated GSA Networks, and further 

associate with unfettered sexual minority activist agencies; and/or  

(2) declare a SOGI self-identity, change their name, and gender appearance/manner of dress, 

while at school.   

Yet you claim “There is nothing that prevents students and parents from talking to one another.”  

The reality is unprecedented parental rights and responsibilities disenfranchisement, increased 

health risk to Alberta children, and a detrimental realignment of the parent-child-state relationship, 

resulting in less family autonomy from the state. Ref.B details how GSA law and SOGI policies:  

(1) circumvent child welfare “due legal process” before the state interferes in parent-child 

relations; and  

(2) breach conventional age-based child-parent consent laws, i.e. prerequisites to reach ages 16 

or 18 to have enough maturity to move beyond need for parent approval in key life choices, 

while on their path to adulthood. 

https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/corbella-gsas-peer-pressure.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/corbella-gsas-peer-pressure.pdf


Key Issue(s) #6 – The state now empowers children to independence from their parents an 

unprecedented decade earlier than ever before (starting at age 5), and only while attending at 

school.  If this empowerment is constitutionally sound governance, why is it not applied 

everywhere? The state not only encourages and collaborates with children to self-identify, but 

also indorses institutional deception of Alberta parents.  What message does this send to children 

about trust of parents, their “most important support,” and the “key role” parents play in their 

children’ education? 

Section 35.1 of the Education Act specifically guarantees student entitlement to create 

inclusion groups, including GSAs. GSAs are peer support networks run by students and 

supported by school staff, and they are grounded in the principles of promoting equity for 

sexual and gender minority students; safe, caring and inclusive spaces for all students; and 

healthy, respectful environments and relationships to prevent or eliminate bullying and 

discrimination. More information about GSAs can be found at www.alberta.ca/gay-

straight-alliances.aspx. 

The Education Act on GSA law makes no mention of adult run “GSA Networks” and their associated 

sexual minority activist agencies; yet these entities massively influence GSA club dynamics - freedom 

of speech, internal conduct, ideological indoctrination, and external activism. The email chain (Refs. 

A-E) highlights numerous shortcomings in current GSA club regulation/oversight: 

 There is no limitation on the age spread for students in a GSA. 

 There is no limitation on grade-level to start a GSA. 

 There is no need for a club constitution detailing purpose, objectives, activities, and 

facilitator/principal/school board roles and oversight. 

 There is no need for prior adult approval of a club activity/event or for adult oversight of 

activity/event execution. 

 There is no need to make accessible to the public (students, teachers, parents) club 

purpose, objectives, allowed activities, oversight. 

 There is no regulatory and accountability oversight of the Alberta GSA Networks and 
associated LGBTQ activist/support agencies. 

 
As stated in the ATA publication "GSAs and QSAs in Alberta Schools: A Guide for Teachers (pg. 31)," 

GSAs (Types 3 and 4) are to be used for “political activities” to move classmates “beyond tolerance” 

of sexual minority ethos/behavior to celebration.  

Key Issue(s) #7 – When did Alberta values of “promoting equity” and creating “respectful 

environments and relationships” require moving beyond tolerance to celebration? Where are 

social conservative parents (religious or secular) to find a “safe space” for rearing/educating their 

children when the state institution (Alberta Education) espouses “tolerance” is not enough? The 

celebration objective itself demonstrates intolerance – only one sexuality ethos suits the 46,000 

teacher strong ATA.  

Key Issue(s) #8 - Who in the teacher-facilitator-principal-superintendent-school board chain has 

authority to tell a GSA what they cannot do or to decide when enough GSA-driven 

ideological/LGBTQ pride events have been carried out to achieve a “welcoming school 

environment”? 

https://www.alberta.ca/gay-straight-alliances.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/gay-straight-alliances.aspx
http://albertagsanetwork.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/GSAs-in-Alberta-Schools-Guide.pdf


Different sexual orientations and gender identities bring “inequitable” health risks (see US CDC Gay 

and Bisexual Men’s Health and American College of Pediatricians declares gender ideology harms 

children). 

Key Issue(s) #9 – Is UCP governance indifferent to the number of Alberta children declaring 

transgender identities or bisexuality?  Who is liable should state empowerment of children to 

SOGI self-identify and/or join a GSA, independent of parental knowledge/approval, result in 

physical injury or psychological damage/illness? 

Schools cannot disclose the membership of GSAs [or student SOGI self-identification] as a 

matter of routine, or without careful consideration of privacy legislation. All school 

authorities are required to follow the law. Public schools must adhere to the Freedom of 

Information and Protection of Privacy Act, and independent (private) schools must adhere 

to the Personal Information Protection Act. The government expects school staff to exercise 

good judgment in this regard, as in all other aspects of operating schools. [My insert.] 

UCP Leader Jason Kenney said in November 2017:  “Teachers, not politicians, should decide when it 

makes sense to engage parents.” This political talking point is just that – rhetoric, impractical, and 

not grounded in reality:  

o Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA) membership (46,000) is dead set against the responsibility. 

o Teachers often complain about class sizes limiting their ability to know students. 

o Students move grades (K-12) and in higher grades between many teachers. 

o Students switch school levels and may move during a school year. 

o Teachers are not trained/qualified/placed to make arbitrary/timely psychological judgments on 

sexuality matters. 

o Conflicting views regarding SOGI set one teacher against another. 

o Teachers don’t know what is going on in GSAs. 

o Alberta Education is not mandated/resourced to encroach on Child Welfare and Alberta Health 

Services roles. 

Note when registering children for school in Alberta, there are two forms for registration: 

Dependent Student and Independent Student. The Dependent Student Form must be completed by 

the parent or legal guardian for children ages 5 to 15.  The Independent Student Form is completed 

by students 18 years of age and older, or 16 years or older and: (a) living independently as 

determined by a board in accordance with section 6 of the Education Act, or (b) a party to an 

agreement under Section 57.2 of the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act.   

There is a collision of legal/policy objectives regarding 5 to 15 year-olds. Alberta Education declares 

them “dependent” for registration purposes; yet “independent” for SOGI self-identity purposes. 

Note recently in Madison Wisconsin, a court ruled against a school board lying and deceiving parents 

about gender transitions at school.  The plaintiffs claimed this was a violation of parent rights.    

Key Issue(s) #10 -  Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act  and Personal Information 

Protection Act considered, where in Alberta law is there legislation authorizing two different 

records of personal information to be maintained – one for “dependent” 5, 6, 7....year-olds SOGI 

self-identified students kept secret from parents, and another used to deceive parents or legal 

guardians during school staff interviews or in correspondence?  

https://www.cdc.gov/msmhealth/for-your-health.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/msmhealth/for-your-health.htm
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/d-gender-ideology-harms-children.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/d-gender-ideology-harms-children.pdf
https://cbe.ab.ca/registration/registration/Pages/default.aspx
https://cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/Student-Registration-Form.pdf
https://cbe.ab.ca/FormsManuals/Student-Registration-Form-Independent-Student.pdf
https://www.will-law.org/judge-issues-injunction-madison-schools-staff-cannot-lie-or-deceive-parents-about-gender-transitions-at-school/
https://www.will-law.org/judge-issues-injunction-madison-schools-staff-cannot-lie-or-deceive-parents-about-gender-transitions-at-school/
https://www.will-law.org/will-sues-madison-schools-for-violating-parental-rights/


Key Issue(s) #11 – What trust can parents place in often biased, poorly placed and informed 

teachers, to arbitrarily recognize an unfolding health crisis and voluntarily make a timely decision 

to override an individual student’s right to privacy from parental knowledge starting at age 5?   

Murder in the 8th Grade, by Newsweek, details a tragic example of why parents must not allow the state 

to attempt to assume responsibilities for “dependent” children that it is not resourced/organized and 

capable of handling safely.    

Key Issue(s) #12 – The Alberta Family Law Act states parents have the right to decide with whom 

their children associate.  Given GSA and SOGI self-identity secrecy provisions, is this right still 

true/effectual? 

As you may be aware, Alberta is currently engaged in developing new curriculum. Your 

questions, perspectives and feedback will be considered as we work to ensure that 

education is a key advantage for Albertans. The government is committed to to ensuring 

that every student in Alberta receives an excellent, world-class education that will equip 

them intellectually and socially and with jobs-ready skills for life. 

New Curriculum development will not remedy the legal issues, collision of stakeholder rights, and 

policy concerns raised. To the extent that curriculum, for “affirmation and inclusivity sakes,” 

promotes sexual minority ideology over science and downgrades the realities of heteronormativity 

in teaching human sexuality, social conservative parents will be further denied “choice/influence” in 

their children’s education. The result, more children will be put at health risk in an environment 

where there is no longer a desire among educators to promote heterosexuality as a life choice in 

schools. 

The 2015 Ontario Health & Physical Education syllabus, touted as leading edge “inclusive” 

curriculum, illustrates the result of an over the top affirmative/inclusive/politically correct agenda. A 

simple word frequency count in the H&PE document for Grades 1-6 is revealing.  The word gender 

identity is found 43 times, sexual orientation 42 times and gender expression 11 times. The terms 

transgender, transsexual, intersex, and two-spirited total 18 times; gay and lesbian 14; and 

homophobia 4 times. The word heterosexual is found only once, listed in brackets along with gay, 

lesbian, and bisexual, as a type of sexual orientation.  The curriculum glossary defines: bisexual, 

gay, gay-straight alliance, gender, gender-based violence, gender expression, gender identity, 

homophobia, lesbian, intersex, sexual orientation, sexuality, transgender, transsexual, and two-

spirited. The glossary does not include nor does the curriculum anywhere define the term 

“heterosexual.” The notion of equity and inclusivity in Ontario’s education strategy reduces 

heterosexuality (some 93-95% of the student population) to one undefined orientation instance.  

Key Issue(s) #13 - Do parents have the right to influence their children’s sexual development along 

a parent-preferred path?  If not, at what age, by law, must parents be indifferent to their child’s 

sexuality development and self-identity? 

What will a new curriculum say about “conversion therapy bans”? The definition of conversion 

therapy in federal Bill C-6 includes “any practice to repress or reduce non-heterosexual attraction or 

sexual behaviour.” Under current wording this amounts to a prohibition on heteronormative 

instruction/advice/counselling/therapy and to legal liability for parents who attempt such practices 

or oppose gender conversion.  Note where such data is published, child gender identity referrals 

show a huge rise in six years and 70% are girls wishing to become boys. 

https://www.newsweek.com/young-gay-and-murdered-junior-high-92787
https://www.jccf.ca/new-trudeau-law-could-jail-parents-who-oppose-gender-conversion/
https://www.jccf.ca/new-trudeau-law-could-jail-parents-who-oppose-gender-conversion/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-35532491
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-35532491


Key Issue(s) #14 - Where do these bans leave parents rearing sexually wavering/questioning/ 

confused/vulnerable children? Where do these bans leave parents with children “freely” wishing 

to end dual and confusing bisexual preferences?  Where do these bans leave parents who oppose 

the gender transition wishes of their 5,6, 7...year-olds?  

Many of the the opinions/beliefs behind the bans are flawed, misguided, and rooted in ideology, not 

science.  Curriculum and education policies predicated on the following opinions are major concerns 

to parents: 

(1) the position that no youth, of his/her own free will, would ever wish to change/reduce a 

particular sexual attraction; 

(2) the position that no youth would ever mistakenly, misguidedly, or incorrectly wish to 
transition from his/her birth gender; 

(3) the position that no youth, of his/her own free will, would ever wish to gender 
“detransition” to realign with their anatomical sex;  

(4) the position that SOGI self-identity is sacrosanct and fixed, regardless of age, maturity, and 
psychological/medical history; and  

(5) the position that guidance/counselling/therapy to wavering/questioning/confused/ 

vulnerable children must never be heteronormative.  

Note, according to the DSM-V, as many as 98% of gender confused boys and 88% of gender 

confused girls eventually accept their biological sex after naturally passing through puberty, i.e. 

without taking puberty-blocking hormones, cross-sex hormones, and/or having surgical alteration of 

their body parts.   

Key Issue(s) #15 - The Alberta Family Law Act states parents have the right to decide from which 

medical professionals to seek advice in attending to their children’s mental/physical health, and 

sexuality development. How can this right be valid/effectual, if the state: (1) deceives parents 

about their children’s sexuality/gender status at school (starting at age 5); (2) prohibits medical 

professionals from heteronormative counselling/therapy; and (3) criminalizes parents who 

attempt to repress or reduce non-heterosexual attraction or sexual behaviour in their offspring? 

Thank you for taking the time to share your perspective. 

You are welcome.  However, for the UCP voter base, i.e. social conservative parents and their 

families, the above “perspective” is reality.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detransition
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=dsm-v+meaning


 

A more tangible/serious engagement by the government (Education and Justice Ministers) of the 

issues/concerns raised is still requested and would be most appreciated.  

Regardless, whether tens of thousands of signatures for the petition are achieved, the appeal 

statement remains the simplest most straightforward governance means to bring rationality, 

balance, fairness to all stakeholders’ rights, and deliver maximum safety to the most children.   

Good governance should be measured against  

what is in the best interest of the greatest number of Alberta children. 

Good politics is not throwing your voter base under the bus. 

Again, at the time of Bill 10 (LGBTQ student rights law) passage, Liberal MLA Laurie Blakeman, 
original sponsor of the GSA legislation was jubilant over the unanimous (61 PC, 17 Wildrose, 4 NDP 
and 5 Liberal MLAs) approval, stating:  

“I’m really glad that the government was brave enough to take that step, and I will give you 
credit for being brave. That one wasn’t easy, and it wasn’t a gimme. I didn’t think you’d be 
able to go there.”  

The Prentice government did go “there” and more important our UCP government remains “there!”   

Respectfully, 

Carman Bradley 

________________________________________ 

From: EDC Minister [mailto:Education.Minister@gov.ab.ca]  
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 11:58 AM 

To: Carman Bradley 

Subject: Concerns about parental rights 

https://bill10courtchallenge.org/petition-forms-instructions/
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/5-social-conservative-view-from-under-the-bus.pdf


 

Dear Carman Bradley: 

 

Thank you for your email regarding children’s sexual orientation and gender identities, 

gay-straight alliances (GSAs) and outlining your concerns about parental rights.   

 

Recently our government passed the choice in Education Act which specifically states that 

parents have the right to choose the type of education they want for their children which 

reflects their values. 

 

The government believes strongly in the importance of providing students and staff with 

welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments that respect diversity and 

nurture a sense of belonging and a positive sense of self. To ensure a high quality education 

for all, it is critical that our education system be equitable and inclusive. This means that each 

and every student must have the educational opportunities and supports needed to be 

successful in school and in life. 

 

Alberta Education also recognizes that parents and families are students’ most important 

support, and that parents play a key role in the education of their children. As you have noted, 

parents receive notification when subject matter dealing primarily and explicitly with religion 

or human sexuality is part of their child’s education program. There is nothing that prevents 

students and parents from talking to one another.  

 

Section 35.1 of the Education Act specifically guarantees student entitlement to create 

inclusion groups, including GSAs. GSAs are peer support networks run by students and 

supported by school staff, and they are grounded in the principles of promoting equity for 

sexual and gender minority students; safe, caring and inclusive spaces for all students; and 

healthy, respectful environments and relationships to prevent or eliminate bullying and 

discrimination. More information about GSAs can be found at www.alberta.ca/gay-straight-

alliances.aspx. 

 

Schools cannot disclose the membership of GSAs as a matter of routine, or without careful 

consideration of privacy legislation. All school authorities are required to follow the law. 

Public schools must adhere to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, and 

independent (private) schools must adhere to the Personal Information Protection Act. The 

government expects school staff to exercise good judgment in this regard, as in all other 

aspects of operating schools. 

 

As you may be aware, Alberta is currently engaged in developing new curriculum. Your 

questions, perspectives and feedback will be considered as we work to ensure that education 

is a key advantage for Albertans. The government is committed to to ensuring that every 

student in Alberta receives an excellent, world-class education that will equip them 

intellectually and socially and with jobs-ready skills for life. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to share your perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Adriana LaGrange 

Minister of Education 

https://www.alberta.ca/gay-straight-alliances.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/gay-straight-alliances.aspx

