
From: Carman Bradley  

Sent: September 29 to October 06, 2021 
To: 1,700 Clergy 

Subject: The Cost to All Alberta Youth If Growing Up in a “Post-Christian” Era 
 

Pastor... 

From Christ’s perspective there is no “post-Christian” era. God is sovereign. Christ’s victory is certain.  

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him (Matthew 28:18). So what is meant by the 

commonly used term “post-Christian” era? Is there any truth in the assertion, and if there is, how does 

it impact Alberta youth? Barna Research Group describes Christian sway on American 

social/cultural/governance realities this way: 

It may come as no surprise that the influence of Christianity in the United States is waning. Rates of 

church attendance, religious affiliation, belief in God, prayer and Bible-reading have all been dropping 

for decades. By consequence, the role of religion in public life has been slowly diminishing, and the 

church no longer functions with the cultural authority it held in times past. These are unique days for the 

church in America as it learns what it means to flourish in a new “post-Christian” era. 

Who is responsible for this unbroken slide in Christian influence and cultural authority in Canada and 

the US? Can we blame non-believers? Is it the fault of our politicians? Is this slide God’s will?  How is the 

Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) working out in our country and province?   

A 2012 study called “Hemorrhaging Faith,” commissioned by Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, and 

carried out by James Penner and Associates, based in Lethbridge, reported on a survey of 2,049 young 

adults (ages 18-34): 

Almost all of those surveyed attended church as children, 69% of them regularly (weekly) and 30% 

sporadically. As adults, only 27% attend regularly, and 35% never attend at all. Further, three-quarters of 

the non-attenders do not even identify with their Christian tradition; mostly, they have not converted to 

other religions but describe themselves as being spiritual, agnostic or atheist or as having no religion. 

Periodically, governance issues arise that call for an ardent response/witness from the Christian 

community at large. Anything less is to give more credence/reality to the statement “we live in a 

post-Christian era socially, culturally, politically, and for an increasing number, spiritually.” To not 

respond is to offer no example of interest, give no witness of influence, and show careless 

indifference to the next generation.   

The state empowering Alberta youth (starting in Kindergarten) to secretly join the “GSA Club - GSA-

Network - LGBTQ Activist Chain” and to secretly SOGI self-identify, while in school, without parental 

knowledge and approval is one of these issues.  The state making heterosexual-affirming 

counsel/therapy illegal is another. The state making non-affirming transgender counsel/therapy 

illegal is a third.   

The following is the fourth prayerful request/plea by email to consider these unprecedented 

governances, and the resultant harmful shifts in Parent-Child-State relationships in Alberta.  This email 

offers additional perspective on the long term negative consequences at a macro-level (provincial scale) 

and on individual stakeholders (parent, child, teacher).  This email continues from previous 

correspondence: 

 Governance Assault on Parental Rights, Children’s Health and Family – Message #1 – Message #2 

https://www.barna.com/about/
https://www.barna.com/research/church-attendance-trends-around-country/
https://www.barna.com/research/2015-sees-sharp-rise-in-post-christian-population/
https://canadianchristianity.com/why-canadian-young-people-are-leaving-the-church-4270/
https://www.teachers.ab.ca/SiteCollectionDocuments/ATA/Publications/Human-Rights-Issues/PD-80-6%20GSA-QSA%20Guide%202018.pdf
https://albertagsanetwork.ca/index.php/alberta-gsa-network/
https://albertagsanetwork.ca/index.php/alberta-gsa-network/
https://archive.is/hzUKO
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/II.%20Governance%20Assault%20on%20Parental%20Rights%2C%20Children%27s%20Health%20and%20Family%20-%20Message%20%231.docx.pdf
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/The%20Governance%20Assault%20on%20Parental%20Rights%20-%20Message%20%232%20PDF.pdf


 Human Sexuality Governance - the “Elephant in the Room” in Many Alberta Churches – Message #3 

 

The capacity of this stadium is 107,601 people. 

 

By way of comparison: 

 The number of children registered in Alberta schools in 2020/2021 could fill the above stadium 

seven times.  

 The number of cognitively vulnerable and/or sexually confused/wavering/questioning children 

attending Alberta schools could fill just short of half the stadium.  

 Based on the 2011 census, the number of students attending from families self-identified as 

Christian could fill the stadium three and a half times.  

 Based on the 2011 census, voting age self-identified Christians in Alberta could well fill this 

stadium twelve times. 

 The overwhelming majority of Alberta students are taught by some 46,000 teachers belonging 

to the Alberta Teachers Association, approximately filling half the stadium.   

Scriptures like Luke 17:1-2, Isaiah 5:20, and Mark 9:36-37, do not give the body of Alberta believers 

license to abandon 733,000 school-age children to governance bent on demanding that all parents 

affirm their child’s SOGI self-identification regardless of age, maturity, and psychological/medical 

history. Moreover, if parents do not comply, the state not only now empowers children (and teachers) 

to deceive parents, but also claims power to incarcerate parents attempting to influence the sexual 

development/identity of their offspring along a heterosexual path (federal Bill C-6).  Politicians may be 

https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Human%20Sexuality%20Governance%20-%20the%20Elephant%20in%20the%20Room%20in%20Many%20Alberta%20Churches%20PDF.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2017%3A1-2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+5%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A36-37&version=NIV
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-6/third-reading


carelessly indifferent to the growing numbers of sexually confused children and increasing numbers of 

youth rejecting their birth gender.  Alberta’s Christians should not be so unloving.   

If the state imposing its authority/power into family dynamics an unprecedented ten years sooner than 

before does not raise concern about radical and harmful erosion of family autonomy vis-à-vis the state, 

then please view the 26 minute video: Governance Assault on Parental Rights, Children’s Health and 

Family. The extreme change in age for independence from parental consent (in yellow below) radically 

restructures parent-child relationships, and seriously deconstructs the concept of family, whether 

“nuclear,” “single-parent” or “extended” family: 

 

The cost of Christian silence/inaction in face of this governance will be borne by today’s youth and 

future generations.  Are all Alberta’s youth and their parents not our “neighbours” (Mark 12:31)? If for 

any reason you believe your congregation or your family can escape the harmful impacts, then please at 

least ponder the effects on the remaining “seven stadiums” full of Alberta youth and the erosion of their 

parents’ rights and childrearing authorities.   

Praise God for those clergy who have expressed their support of the petition and have taken the action 

necessary to allow their fellowship to legally, democratically, and righteously voice their individual wish 

by name, address and signature to this text:   

To the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, in Legislature Assembled:  

We, the undersigned residents of Alberta, petition the Legislative Assembly to urge the 

Government of Alberta to introduce legislation that requires children ages 5 to 15 to obtain 

parental consent before they become a member of a Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) or provide a 

sexual orientation/gender identity (SOGI) self-identification to their school. 

What remains is more illuminating justification for supporting the petition.  

https://bill10courtchallenge.org/petition-information/
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/petition-information/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_parent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extended_family
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/petition-forms-instructions/
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/1.1-petition-form.pdf


Alberta student registration is done under two categories “Independent” and “Dependent.” 

“Independent” students 18 years of age and older, or 16 years or older, as stipulated in the extract from 

the CBE (below), may complete the form and register without parental consent. 

 

 

The “Dependent” form must be completed in its entirety by a legal guardian or parent for each 

Kindergarten to grade 12 student, who is not eligible for “independent” status. Parents/guardians must 

sign the Registration Declaration in front of school personnel and may be asked to prove their legal 

responsibility for the student. 

 

Note, once your son or daughter has been enrolled in an Alberta Education school, regardless of 

“Independent” or “Dependent” status, he or she gains full independence (full right) to secret SOGI self-

identity and secret membership with the “GSA Club - GSA-Network - LGBTQ Activist Chain.” This change 

is unprecedented, radical, experimental and harmful governance. Here are more reasons why. 

[The follow-on specific references to correspondence with the current Minister of Education are not 

intended to dishonor the Minister or dismiss the significant governance challenges inherent in 

education. Rather, the following is aimed at edifying the reader only to the factual outcomes of current 

Alberta Education governance.]  

The Minister of Education writes in an email response (Jul 20, 2021) to parenting concerns: “GSAs are 

peer support networks run by students and supported by school staff.” Here “peer-led” means 

unsupervised and little accountability to adults. The clubs require no institutionally approved 

constitution which details purpose, objectives, activities and oversight. There is no need for prior 

approval of club activities.  There is no need to make accessible to the public (students, teachers, 

parents) what the club is doing. There are no constraints on the age spread of students in GSAs. The 

clubs are intended to be so-called “safe spaces” for biased/affirming-only speech, which has resulted in 

harmful peer pressure, group think, and dangerous club dynamics. Lucia Corbella, in a Calgary Herald 

article, 25 Nov 2017, details the effects of peer pressure: [Extract] 

https://www.teachers.ab.ca/SiteCollectionDocuments/ATA/Publications/Human-Rights-Issues/PD-80-6%20GSA-QSA%20Guide%202018.pdf
https://albertagsanetwork.ca/index.php/alberta-gsa-network/
https://archive.is/hzUKO
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/GG.%20Response%20from%20EDC%20Minister%20Adriana%20LaGrange%20to%20Petition%20Notice%20%235%20%28Jul%2020%2C%202021%29.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groupthink
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/corbella-gsas-peer-pressure.pdf


 Early into the 2015 school year, the parents noticed that Jane was more anxious than usual. The 

worried parents were eventually told by a teacher that Jane had joined the school’s GSA and they were 

‘completely fine with it. We thought it would be a safe place for her to meet new friends, stand up 

against bullying and learn about how everyone is different,’ said Stephen. Eventually, however, the 

school wrote the couple a letter recommending that they take Jane — who was still 12 years old — to a 

gender clinic.  

By very gently talking with Jane away from the stress of peer pressure, they learned that Jane was being 

called a boy’s name at school and addressed with male pronouns. At home, she’d be called by her real 

name and female pronouns. ‘To live a double life, where she’s keeping this huge secret from her family, 

including her siblings, is exceedingly stressful, especially for someone with autism and body 

dysmorphia,’ explained Sarah....I’m a very accepting person,” said Stephen. ‘I love people for who they 

are. I have many LGBTQ friends. I love all people, I seriously do, but they’re promoting the idea on kids 

who normally would not have gone there. They were facilitating and going out of their way to transition 

her into becoming a boy without our knowledge. But what training do they have about children with 

autism?’ asked Stephen. ‘The school undermined us and that led (Jane) to that point of suicide. We 

could have helped our daughter, but they didn’t give us that opportunity.’ 

See also the study titled Rapid Onset of Gender Dysphoria in Adolescents and Young Adults. These 

clubs are open to and intended for vulnerable sexually wavering/confused/questioning youth, LGBTQ-

identified youth, and “allied” straight students.  

The ATA publication "GSAs and QSAs in 

Alberta Schools: A Guide for Teachers” 

tells teachers that GSAs should be 

characterized by social, educational 

and political activities.  Moreover, 

these activities may be influenced and 

coordinated through the adult-run 

Alberta GSA Network, which has a 

Provincial GSA Coordinator, employed 

within the Institute for Sexual Minority 

Studies and Services.  iSMSS is a non-

profit organization and research 

institute “housed” at the University of 

Alberta, and not accountable to Alberta Education. Furthermore, the Calgary Centre for Sexuality (in a 

previous time Calgary Birth Control Association) has a position for coordinator of the Calgary GSA 

Network. The Calgary Centre for Sexuality is also not accountable to Alberta Education.   

In the same email response (Jul 20, 2021), the Minister states: “Public schools must adhere to the 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.” She further explains that school staff is to 

exercise good judgment and careful consideration of the Act before overriding institutional secrecy, i.e. 

overriding the student’s rights.  This governance approach is flawed in four key areas.  

First, the Alberta Bill of Rights states parents have the right “to make informed decisions respecting the 

education of their children.” How can this right have utility if parents no longer know who is influencing 

their children’s sexual development, where and when this is happening, and what their children are 

Placard reads: THIS IS WHAT A YOUTH ACTIVIST LOOKS LIKE
Banner reads: empowering youth activists to fight 

homophobia and transphobia in schools  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6095578/
http://albertagsanetwork.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/GSAs-in-Alberta-Schools-Guide.pdf
http://albertagsanetwork.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/GSAs-in-Alberta-Schools-Guide.pdf
https://albertagsanetwork.ca/index.php/alberta-gsa-network/
https://www.ualberta.ca/ismss/index.html
https://www.centreforsexuality.ca/
https://www.centreforsexuality.ca/2013/03/calgary-gsa-network-celebrating-1-year-of-creating-safe-spaces-for-lgbtq-youth/
https://www.centreforsexuality.ca/2013/03/calgary-gsa-network-celebrating-1-year-of-creating-safe-spaces-for-lgbtq-youth/
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/GG.%20Response%20from%20EDC%20Minister%20Adriana%20LaGrange%20to%20Petition%20Notice%20%235%20%28Jul%2020%2C%202021%29.pdf


being told and doing while at school?  How will “school staff” decide/arbitrate the merit of a parent 

request to know what’s going on?  Will the parents require a lawyer, a doctor’s request, a freedom of 

information request?  

Second, the policy pits teachers against teachers over conflicting views on SOGI empowerment of 

children, and why, when and how to inform parents against the child’s wish/rights.  Please take time to 

read Newsweek’s Murder in the 8th Grade to fully understand the danger of empowering youth with 

SOGI rights the child is too immature to responsibly handle, while keeping parents out of the loop and 

unaware of school staff holding conflicted views on how to resolve a worsening situation.   

Third, the governance puts children at risk because a timely, voluntary, arbitrary and ad hoc decision to 

inform parents is unlikely for these reasons: 

 Alberta Teachers’ Association membership (46,000) is set against the responsibility. 

 Teachers often complain about class sizes limiting their ability to know students. 

 Students move grades (K-12) and in higher grades between many teachers. 

 Students switch school levels and may move during a school year. 

 Teachers don’t know what is going on in GSAs. 

Fourth, teachers are not trained/qualified/placed to make arbitrary/timely psychological judgments on 

sexuality matters and Alberta Education is not mandated or resourced to encroach on Child Welfare 

and/or provide Alberta Health Services roles. This is evidenced in this must read Calgary Herald article 

by Eva Ferguson: CBE puts off junior high students’ message about suicide, self-harm for a year. [Note 

the parents in the article are not related to the undersigned.] Essentially, should a health crisis arise 

related to a student’s secret GSA membership, secret SOGI self-identity, and/or suicidal ideation at 

school, resolution of the problem remains a parental responsibility. This amounts to an enforced 

independence of children (ages 5 to 18) from needed parental oversight and consent, while leaving 

parents responsible when something goes wrong.  Over four years of asking, two Alberta governments 

have failed to clarify who is liable should a child be harmed as a result of this governance. The 

law/policies are a dangerous experiment upon 733,000 students, of which at least 47,000 are 

vulnerable students with severe cognitive and psychological disabilities and/or wavering/confused/ 

questioning sexuality.   

In the Education Minister’s email response (Nov 12, 2020) comment is made that: “parents receive 

notification when subject matter dealing primarily and explicitly with religion or human sexuality is 

part of their child’s education program. There is nothing that prevents students and parents from 

talking to one another.”  The Minister refers to the current Education Act s. 58.1 Notice to parent.   

What is the practical utility of this parental right of notice, this governance intent to give parents 

control over their child’s human sexuality education (including sexual orientation and gender identity), 

if the same parents are concurrently denied knowledge and consent authority over their child’s 

membership in the “GSA Club - GSA-Network - LGBTQ Activist Chain.” The student right to secrecy 

(starting at age 5) cancels out the parental notice right.  It bears repeating, the impact of GSA law is 

that the mother and father no longer know who is influencing their children’s sexual development, 

where and when this is happening, and what their children are being told and doing while at school.  

This is true, whether the child joining the “club” is gay, lesbian, straight or sexually wavering/confused. 

See the CBC article on the origin of “Notice to parent,” dated 2 June  2009.  

https://www.newsweek.com/young-gay-and-murdered-junior-high-92787
https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/cbe-puts-off-junior-high-students-messages-about-suicide-self-harm-for-a-year
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/htdocs/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Email%20From%20EDC%20Minister%20Adriana%20LaGrange_Redacted.pdf
https://www.teachers.ab.ca/SiteCollectionDocuments/ATA/Publications/Human-Rights-Issues/PD-80-6%20GSA-QSA%20Guide%202018.pdf
https://albertagsanetwork.ca/index.php/alberta-gsa-network/
https://archive.is/hzUKO
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/alberta-passes-law-allowing-parents-to-pull-kids-out-of-class-1.777604


Exacerbating the negative impacts of Alberta Education governance, federal Bill C-6 will make it illegal 

to dissuade or attempt to counsel a child away from a professed SOGI self-identity regardless of age, 

maturity, and/or medical and psychological history, i.e. starting at age of first expression until age of 

majority (18).  This will apply at school, church, home, everywhere.  

In conclusion, the goals of the petition are:  

 To establish a legal and safe standard for a child’s independence from parental consent in the 

areas of SOGI self-identity and GSA membership. 

 To restore the traditional, time-tested balance and rationality to “Parent-Child-State” 

relationships, roles and responsibilities. 

 To protect the “Nuclear Family” from eroding autonomy vis-à-vis the state. 

 To oblige otherwise avoidant politicians to remedy and clarify governance grievances and 

ambiguities, impacting the sexual development of Alberta youth. 

 To stand for religious freedom, including Christian heteronormative beliefs and values.  

From the point of view of support for the petition, there are really only two tenable responses: 

  The “Cold Response,” which manifests as correspondence silence, email “unsubscribe,” and/or 
email “we do not support the petition.” 

 The “Hot Response” is the email reply “we support the petition and will collect signatures” or 
email silence although taking action to collect signatures.   

A neither “Cold” nor “Hot” response is by default (in effect) a decision to not support the petition.  

What does it say about “Christian counter-culture” when so many Alberta clergy appear to be neither 

“Hot” nor “Cold” on the crucial matters of parenting rights, children’s physical/mental/spiritual 

health, and family autonomy vis-à-vis the state?   

In prayerfully reaching your decision on the petition, please take into account the costs/harms to all 

Alberta’s children, parents, and families for generations to come.   

Surely “loving and responsible” parents, whether religious or non-religious, whether with 

confused/wavering, straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender or queer identifying children, still 

want/need/have the right to know who is influencing their children’s sexual development, where 

and when this is happening, and what their children are being told and doing while at school or 

related to the GSA Network.   

Surely, the state (federal and provincial) dictating that all parents must accept their child’s SOGI self-

identify regardless of age, maturity, psychological/medical history, and family values, is not 

something Christians should tolerate, if at all interested in freedoms to keep and spread the faith. 

My burden and prayerful hope is that the collective Christian witness in Alberta will not further bolster 

the pejorative phrase “we live in a post-Christian era;” rather may our witness be bold (Joshua 1:9), 

praiseworthy, and glorifying to our Lord.  The needed remedies, protections and clarifications to GSA 

law and SOGI self-identity governance are unlikely to come about miraculously.  Not because God 

hasn’t the sovereign power to do so, but because Christians spectating the fight from the proverbial 

bleachers is not our calling.  Needed change may only occur with your voice, your signature.  

https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-6/third-reading
https://bill10courtchallenge.org/petition-information/
https://lifecenter.net/joes-blog/2017/counter-cultural-jesus/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%201%3A9&version=NIV


If not now, if not here (in Alberta), if not in the face of these governance assaults; then when, for 

what reasons, and by whom, will a godly stand ever be taken?  

Peace and Grace in Christ. 

Carman Bradley 

This email distribution includes some 1,700 clergy and church leaders across the province. Bill 10 Court 

Challenge Organization is longsuffering on the causes of rational parental rights, appropriate children’s 

safety, freedom of religion, and righteous Christian influence in Alberta governance.  If you wish to be 

removed from the email list please indicate so by requesting removal to 

feedback@Bill10CourtChallenge.Org or Carman-Gill@Shaw.ca.    

 

mailto:feedback@Bill10CourtChallenge.Org
mailto:Carman-Gill@Shaw.ca

